
213. Nana Madol 

Pohnpei, Micronesia. Saudeleur Dynasty 

c. 700-1600 C.E. Basalt boulders and prismatic columns (2 images) 

 ruined city adjacent to the eastern shore of the island of Pohnpei that was the capital of the Saudeleur Dynasty 

until about 1628 

 constructed in a lagoon, consists of a series of small artificial islands linked by a network of canals.[3] The site 

core with its stone walls encloses an area approximately 1.5 km long by 0.5 km wide and it contains nearly 100 

artificial islets—stone and coral fill platforms—bordered by tidal canals 

 Nan Madol means "spaces between" and is a reference to the canals that crisscross the ruins 
o original name was Soun Nan-leng (Reef of Heaven) 
o often called the “Venice of the pacific” 

 Little can be verified about the megalithic construction 
o Legends are told of construction involving sorcery and dragons 
o None of the proposed quarry sites exist in Madolenihmw, meaning that the stones must have been 

transported to their current location. It has been suggested that they might have been floated via raft 

from the quarry, and a short dive between the island and the quarries shows a trail of dropped stones. 

However, no one has successfully demonstrated or explained the process. Some modern Pohnpeians 

believe the stones were flown to the island by use of black magic 

 major purpose of constructing a separate city was to insulate the nobility from the common people 
o elite centre was a special place of residence for the nobility and of mortuary activities presided over by 

priests. Its population almost certainly did not exceed 1,000, (about 24000 outside of the city walls) and 

may have been less than half that. Although many of the residents were chiefs, the majority were 

commoners. Nan Madol served, in part, as a way for the ruling Saudeleur chiefs to organize and control 

potential rivals by requiring them to live in the city rather than in their home districts, where their 

activities were difficult to monitor 

 no fresh water or food; water must be collected and food grown inland – then brought in by boat 
o later (conquerors) abandoned the site – possible because they could not get fresh food and water to the 

site 
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